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See reverse side for steps to measure 

average bulk sward height of native 

grasses.



1. Place the Sward height ruler

vertically onto the soil surface. Do not

push it into the ground or sit it on top of

dead pasture.

2. Slide your thumb down the ruler until

it reaches the average height of the bulk

of the grass (including leaves) taking

care not to measure the stems or flower

heads.

3. Measure the average height of the grass

at an appropriate number of sites to get a

good sample of the grass representation.

Figure 1. shows the correct point to 

measure for average bulk sward height.

Figure 2. shows the incorrect point 

to measure. Measuring to the top of 

flowers or stalks will give an inaccurate 

average bulk sward height. 
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