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BCT Assessment Metric 

The Biodiversity Conservation Investment Strategy (BCIS) made by the Minister for the Environment 
guides the BCT’s investment in private land conservation by identifying ranked priority investment 
areas, setting five investment principles, and setting targets for inadequately protected NSW 
Landscapes and income diversification. More information on how the BCT runs its Conservation 
Management Program is available in the BCT’s Program Implementation Plan.   

The BCT has developed an Assessment Metric to determine best value for money sites in 
Conservation Management Program tenders, fixed price offer and revolving fund. The Assessment 
Metric assists the cost effectiveness of BCT’s investment in private land conservation.  

The Assessment Metric ranks best value for money sites via the generation of a Biodiversity Value 
Score for each site, which is then divided by the price for conservation management of the site, to 
generate a Biodiversity Value Index.  

Biodiversity Value Score 

The Biodiversity Value Score (or BVS) represents the biodiversity value achieved from conservation 
management of a site and is made up of four components: 

1.Conservation values are assessed and measured 

This involves a field officer assessing the ecological condition of the site and the predicted future 
condition of the site based on proposed management actions; the type of environmental values 
on the property such as threatened ecological communities; and the value of the site based on its 
contribution to conservation in the landscape. 

2. Duration  

In some BCT conservation tenders, landholders have the option to select conservation 
agreements that are term (minimum of 15 years) through to in-perpetuity.  
 
The BVS gives greatest weight to in-perpetuity agreements and greater weight to longer-term 
agreements relative to shorter-term agreements.  

3. Risk  

Risks of conservation values being lost or impacted in the future is assessed, having regard to 
the land and soil capability class of the site1. 

4. Area  

The eligible area of the proposed site to be protected by the conservation agreement is 
measured. 

                                                      
1 Sites with eligible existing in-perpetuity agreements will be subject to a reduced Risk score.  
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Biodiversity Value Index 

Once a BVS is generated, the Assessment Metric then calculates a Biodiversity Value Index (BVI) 
for each site. This is done by dividing the BVS by the price for the conservation management of the 
site: 

𝐁𝐁𝐁𝐁𝐁𝐁𝐁𝐁𝐁𝐁𝐁𝐁𝐁𝐁𝐁𝐁𝐁𝐁𝐁𝐁𝐁𝐁𝐁𝐁 𝐕𝐕𝐕𝐕𝐕𝐕𝐕𝐕𝐁𝐁 𝐈𝐈𝐈𝐈𝐁𝐁𝐁𝐁𝐈𝐈 (𝐁𝐁𝐕𝐕𝐈𝐈) =
𝐁𝐁𝐁𝐁𝐁𝐁𝐁𝐁𝐁𝐁𝐁𝐁𝐁𝐁𝐁𝐁𝐁𝐁𝐁𝐁𝐁𝐁𝐁𝐁 𝐕𝐕𝐕𝐕𝐕𝐕𝐕𝐕𝐁𝐁 𝐒𝐒𝐒𝐒𝐁𝐁𝐁𝐁𝐁𝐁 (𝐁𝐁𝐕𝐕𝐒𝐒)

𝐏𝐏𝐁𝐁𝐁𝐁𝐒𝐒𝐁𝐁
 

 

The BCT Assessment Metric has been reviewed by the CSIRO. 
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