
Lismore/Ballina
Koala Habitat Tender
What is the program about?

The NSW Biodiversity Conservation Trust 
(BCT) is calling for expressions of interest from 
landholders managing koala habitat within 
parts of the Local Government Areas of Lismore 
and Ballina. The BCT is investing in these areas 
through a Conservation Tender.

Through this tender, eligible landholders are 
given the opportunity to set their own price to 
protect and manage koala habitat on their land. 
Bids will be ranked on a good value for money 
basis. Successful bidders will receive annual, 
ongoing payments for implementing an agreed 
management plan.

Why are we doing this?

The Tender area (see map on next page) 
contains some of the most significant koala 
populations in NSW.

The koala population within the Lismore Tender 
area is estimated to have a population size of 
approximately 1,800 animals. This makes it one 
of the largest populations of the species in NSW. 
The Ballina Shire koala population comprises 
approximately 285 – 380 animals. The two areas 

– Lismore and Ballina – are connected through 
the Tuckean Nature Reserve.

Koala populations across the area are subject to 
a range of threats including incremental habitat 
loss, disease (Chlamydia), vehicle strike and 
domestic dog attack.

Koala occurrence is largely dependent upon 
the availability of primary feed trees, being 
Forest Red Gum (E. tereticornis), Tallowwood (E. 
microcorys), Swamp Mahogany (E. robusta), and 
Small-fruited Grey Gum (E. propinqua).

Preferred koala habitat has been mapped by 
both Lismore and Ballina Councils, based upon 
the known or likely occurrence of these tree 
species. 

Koala habitat is generally composed of small 
habitat patches, often only a few hectares in 
area. Koalas may also use feed trees along road 
reserves, or as scattered trees in otherwise 
grazed paddocks. The fragmented nature of 
this habitat means that protecting the larger 
patches, and restoring habitats with new 
plantings to augment and connect existing 
habitat patches, are important actions to 
safeguard the future of the population. 

Through this project, the BCT seeks to 
protect priority koala habitat, and to improve 
landscape connections for koalas by protecting 
and restoring sites that will facilitate koala 
movement and dispersal.



For further information on the Lismore/Ballina 
Koala Habitat Tender, including the Expression 
of Interest form and the Landholder Guide, 
click here.

How do I know If I am eligible?

To be eligible for this Tender, a landholder must 
be within the Tender area, and propose a total 
Conservation Area of 4 hectares (or more) to 
be permanently managed for conservation of 
koala habitat. This area needs to include at least 
2 hectares of existing koala habitat that contains 
primary feed trees.

How do I participate?
You can apply to participate by sending a 
completed Expression of Interest (EOI) form 
to the BCT via info@bct.nsw.gov.au or call the 
BCT on 1300 992 688. The form can be found 
on the BCT website.  

EOI forms must be received by 5pm November 
30, 2018.

Expressing an interest in the program does not 
create a binding obligation to proceed with 
participating in the program. 

Once the EOI period closes, EOIs will be 
prioritised for site assessment with the highest-
ranking sites offered a site visit. At the site visit, 
the BCT will confirm eligibility to participate 
in the tender and the values of your site will 
be quantified. BCT field staff and ecologists 
will work with you to identify the potential 
Conservation Area and agreement management 
actions. 

A separate EOI is required for land that is owned 
by different legal entities. 

Who is the BCT?

The BCT protects and enhances biodiversity in 
NSW by promoting conservation management 
on private land. We encourage long-term 
conservation by supporting landholders in their 
efforts to manage and enhance biodiversity 
on their land. The BCT program provides a 
unique opportunity to secure an additional 
revenue stream to conserve and manage native 
vegetation and biodiversity on your land.

Where can I get more 
information?

 ı  Visit the BCT website: www.bct.nsw.gov.au 

 ı  Call us on 1300 992 688

 ı  Attend a landholder information session:

•  Wardell: Tuesday November 13, 4 – 6 pm,  
 at Wardell Hall, 49 Richmond St.

• Lismore: Wednesday November 14, 
12noon – 2pm, at Northern Rivers 
Community Gateway, 76 Carrington St.

• Tregeagle: Wednesday November 14,  
4 – 6pm, at Tregeagle Hall.

These are ‘drop in’ sessions. Landholders may 
attend at any time within the 2 hour period.
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The tender area

The Koala Habitat Tender Area is shown on the 
map below, and includes:

 ı   In Lismore Council area: The area subject to 
the Lismore City Council’s Comprehensive 
Koala Plan of Management. 

 ı   In Ballina Council area: The area identified as 
the ‘Important Koala Population’ in Ballina 
Shire Council’s Koala Management Strategy.

These areas are shown on each Councils 
website. See the BCT Landholder Guide for the 
Lismore/Ballina Koala Habitat Tender for further 
information. 


